
published. Written in 1988, it was 
published in 1990. On average I wrote 
a book a year and spent the year after 
that for post-production and editing. 
I have now had  ten novels published, 
another (Lockdown) due to come out 
this summer, and Disappeared will be 
published after that, bringing that 
number to 12. Disappeared ’s ending 
was shortened by the editors be-
cause of space constraints. You can 
check out the full ending in the print 
version. 

 
 

 
 

I have never been “the norm.” I en-
joyed reading crime thrillers more 
than any other genre, and that is why I 
chose to write them. I think you’ll fi nd 
that writers mostly write what they 
themselves enjoy reading. 

 

When I was writing Dark Tapestry, I 
spoke with forensic science groups 
and visited the laboratories in Lam-
beth to do my research. I still fi nd it 
a fascinating subject. If you write on 
a topic you fi nd fascinating, it should 
come across to the readership. The 
Rifki Nesher trilogy was basically 
a   family saga. The Colin and Leora 
crime thriller trilogy is, as the books 

said, a crime thriller. School of Secrets, 
Lockdown, and Disappeared are part of 
a mystery/crime series too. Daniel My 
Son is a fi ctionalized account of our 
experiences as foster parents. Against 
the Wall, again, is a fi ctionalized ac-
count of teens at risk whom I have 
interviewed and their stories, which I 
amalgamated.

I have been asked to write family sa-
gas about shidduchim, marriage prob-
lems, divorce, etc., but it’s totally not 
my scene. There are plenty of others 
who can do that, but not many who 
can write crime and mystery.

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

No, I don’t write boring old business 
pamphlets. I don’t even enjoy inter-
viewing famous people any more, 
which was something I did as a teen-
ager and young adult. I defi nitely feel 
most at home writing fi ction because 
I create my world, create my charac-
ters—whom I hope people grow to 
love and get familiar with—and then 
let the action take over. In fi ction, I 
can make almost anything happen as 
long as it’s within the realms of reali-

ty. I’m not into writing fantasy or sci-fi . 
But I’m constantly fascinated by put-
ting normal people into abnormal sit-
uations and watching how they react.

 
 

 

I am very proud of Against the Wall. 
It was said by experts working in the 
area of teens at risk to be the hand-
book for anyone working in that fi eld.

 
 
 

destination 
dialogue

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

I wanted to be a writer ever since I 
knew how to scribble. I wrote stories 
in exercise books when I was still 
very young. I even sent stuff  off  for 
publication before I went to high 
school (in the UK that’s at age 11). 
And it got published too, in news-
papers like the Jewish Chronicle! I 
wrote my fi rst-ever novel when I was 
11 years old. My mother typed it out 
for me and I was devastated when it 
only turned out to be 58 typed pages. 
It was rejected by the fi rst (secular, 
mainstream) publisher I sent it to and 
after that I gave up in disgust. I had 
no concept of the idea of sending my 
books to publisher after publisher 

till they hit the mark. 
One rejection and my mas-

terpiece hit the garbage. As a young 
married woman I continued to try to 
get my fi ction published and even se-
cured a literary agent for a while, all 
without any success.   (An agent acts 
on behalf of an author, dealing with 
publishers and others in promoting 
an author’s work.)

A local 17-year-old girl got a novel 
published by Feldheim. That was the 
fi rst time I thought of going down the 
Jewish publishing route. I wrote the 
fi rst in the Rifki Nesher trilogy, sent 
it to CIS, and the rest, as they say, is 
history.

 

Working It Out is the fi rst book I had 

 

 
You shivered your way through School 
of Secrets, Lockdown and Disappeared, 
right here on these pages. Join us in a 
conversation with the queen of Jew-
ish crime thrillers, Ruthie Pearlman.
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1

chess challenge

brain teasers

Which word does not belong in 
the following list:
Stop cop mop chop prop shop 
or crop?

What is a word made up of 4 
letters, yet is also made up of 
3. Sometimes is written with 9 
letters, and then with 4. Rarely 
consists of 6, and never is 
written with 5.

Answers:  1) The word "or".  2) Yes. A $100 bill is worth more than 
a $1 bill (newer one).  3) Correct, the word 'what' has 4 letters in it, 
'yet' has three, 'sometimes' has 9, 'then' has 4, 'rarely' has 6, and 
'never' has 5.

Is an older 100-dollar bill 
worth more than a newer one?

It’s white’s turn, checkmate in two moves.  

2

3

1

fit to
be tied

want
to learn

how to tie
a tie?

f’sure!
that’s a very

important skill
for me to

know.

cross
the larger

end over the
smaller

end.

now
put it
behind.

cross
it over

the front
again.

bring it
down through

the top and into
the loop you
just created.

all
done!

I’m
tongue-

tied.

Last week's answer: (1) Rook to e7 check, King to h8 (2) 
Bishop to e5 check, King to g8 (3) Knight to h6 Checkmate! 
(If (2)... King to g8 then white goes fi rst with Knight to h6 
and then Bishop to e5 Checkmate!)

fun stuff

created by 
Daniel Hager

 

 
 
 

 

There are two basic types of writers. 
The types who plan out their whole 
book, or at least the outline, before 
they write a single word. The second 
type of writer just has the germ of an 
idea in her head before she starts, 
gets started, and then enjoy the ride 
as much as the readers. I am the sec-
ond type. With a serial, however, it 

does have its 
d r a w b a c k s 
because as 
the unexpect-
ed twists and 
turns hap-
pen, as you 
describe, the 
b e g i n n i n g 
doesn’t always 
fi t in with the 
later chapters. 
With a book, 
I can go back 
and change 
the beginning. 
With a serial, 

the beginning 
is already out there so I can’t do that. 
I have to be constantly aware of con-
tinuity and perfect any anomalies 
when it comes to editing it for a book.

 
 

 
 

 
 

Thank you! I think if the characters 
really come to life, they take on a 
life and personality of their own, and 
then sometimes an author just has to 
sit back and let them take over and do 
what they were going to do anyway. I 
think Colin and Leora are a good ex-
ample. They have grown from new-
lyweds to established frum parents 
and still retained their ability to be 
good scientists and detectives. I just 
let them get on with it! And Yael Reed, 
out of the four girls from School of 
Secrets, has defi nitely taken the lead 
as a character. So again, I sit back and 
let her take me on her journey with-
out trying to clip her wings too much. 
There’s a lot of me in my characters. 
I’ve always been a free spirit and any-
one trying to clip MY wings would get 
short shrift.

 
 

 
 

 

I took two very long breaks. One was 
after Daniel My Son. I didn’t write a 
word until Targum Press approached 
me to write Dark Tapestry ten years 
later. The second break came after 
Against the Wall, when Targum basi-
cally closed down and I needed to fi nd 
a new outlet for my writing. 

I wasn’t sure where to go or what to 
do until Rechy Frankfurter, bless her, 
contacted me out of the blue asking 
me to write for this new magazine she 
was starting up, called Ami. I am eter-
nally grateful to her for kick-starting 
my writing again. Writing serials is the 
best way I know of curing my chronic 
writer’s block because once I am com-
mitted, I have to do it, no matter how 
burnt out I feel. And it’s great.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I was born for computers. I’m a fast 
but very inaccurate typist. I have lost 
the art of writing by hand now. I’m 
not OCD about doing rewrites, but I 
do go over my work a few times. Ba-
sically the fi rst time a chapter comes 
out great, it’s best not to rework it too 
much; it’s never quite as good.

 

I have a new Yael Reed mystery in 
mind. I love her; she’s such a great girl 
and a great character. I’ve given her 
a new case to solve, but who knows…
maybe the next book will be the one 
where she also meets her bashert? 
Watch this space! Also, now all my 
books are available digitally, you 
can read them right from your Kindle, 
Nook or other e-reader. 

 
 
 

 

12

Issue 173.indd   12 6/13/14   12:46 AM




